Evidence for a Post-Clovis Decline in Population?
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Paleoindians in North America:
Introduction ° Tallying the diagnostic projectile point sample from PIDBA suggests that, particularly in the Southeast, a signifi-

Home Inlroduction Database Maps Relerences Links Contacl cant decline occurs between Clovis and presumably immediate post-Clovis full fluted forms (Figure 10; see also
Goodyear 2006:102). This may correspond to a similar decline in population, assuming the point types occurred
for comparable periods of time, and were used in a similar fashion. In the western United States, in contrast, evi-
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Figure 10. Incidence of Clovis and pre- Figure 11. Possible population or settlement
sumed immediate post-Clovis ‘full fluted’ trends in the Southeastern United States
forms in the southeastern and western indicated by numbers of projectile points in

e PIDBA Sam asof The Paleoindian Database of the Americas (PIDBA), available on-line at http://pidba.utk.edu, provides locational United States in the PIDBA dataset the PIDBA dataset,
April 2009 data on nearly 30,000 projectile points, attribute data on over 15,000 artifacts, and image data on over 6,000
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Figure 2. Sample Locations (N=29,393 Paleoindian and Early
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Figure 3. Images of almost 7000
artifacts are now posted on PIDBA.
These examples are from the Society for
Georgia Archaeology’s Paleoindian
Projectile Point Recordation Project,
courtesy of R. Jerald Ledbetter.

The Paleoindian Site Database (PISD) is another compo-
nent of PIDBA, meant to compliment the projectile point
data currently available on the site, which comes largely
from private collections, museum assemblages, and un-
documented or generally unavailable sources. PISD is
based entirely on published reports, grey literature, and
state archaeological site files, and currently contains
chronological, county-level locational and bibliographic
information on over 2,350 Paleoindian and Early Archaic

Figure 13. Incidence of Dalton points in sites throughout Canada and the lower 48 states. Us-
ing the PIDBA and PISD data in concert will allow for the

While it is possible to produce maps of many dif-
ferent Paleoindian point types using data in PID-
A BA, reasonably complete samples only exist for a
& few types, such as Folsom, Suwannee-Simpson,
and Cumberland (Figure 6). Cumberland points,
most common in the Midsouth, when combined
with Redstone, Barnes, and other full fluted or
deeply indented based forms, appear to com-
prise a post-Clovis horizon over much of Eastern
North America, although major gaps in coverage

PIDBA originated in an effort to map the occur-
rence of fluted points over large areas, and exam-
ine morphological and temporal variation within
these forms (Anderson 1990). Over time, many ar-
tifacts designated as ‘fluted’ have been re-classified
into specific types, such as Clovis, Folsom, Cum-
berland, Barnes, etc., primarily in the Southeast
and Great Plains. When Clovis and untyped ‘fluted
forms’are plotted (Figure 4), point concentrations
and low density areas recognized in earlier studies
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