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points Point Type General Trinomials DINAA_URI
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Length
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Width

Height of Max 
Width Basal Width

Basal 
Concavity Max Thickness

2 Agate Basin 1 0 2 41.2 24.1 0 19.3 0 5.9

83 Barnes 51 0 83 60.8 31.4 0 27 4.9 6.2

2869 Clovis 1313 152 2869 55.7 32.7 11.1 27.9 3.5 9

113 Coldwater 0 0 113 43.2 25.9 0 20.6 1.5 6.2

671 Cumberland 182 7 671 57.8 24.3 21.9 20.9 3.2 7.4

695 Dalton 306 0 695 43.6 24.3 0 25 3.4 6.4

337 Dalton Side Notched 0 0 337 35.4 23 0 21.4 2.5 5.2

22 Folsom 15 1 22 37.6 22.2 16.8 19.8 6 5.3

16 Gainey 7 0 16 52.1 25.5 0 24.4 6 6

401 Greenbrier 348 0 401 48.2 25 0 27.2 2.8 6.7

2 Hardaway 1 0 2 59.6 23 0 31.6 4 7.3

103 Harpeth River 78 0 103 59.3 23 0 23 2.9 8.2

2 Lerma 2 0 2 132.2 26 0 11 21.8 0

18 Paleo 18 0 18 51.9 32.7 0 29.7 2.4 7.2

15 Plano 10 0 15 37.3 24.6 0 24.2 2.1 7.4

1013 Quad_BeaverLake 415 19 1013 45.3 25.4 1.6 25.7 4 6.6

222 Redstone 39 4 222 65.4 28.2 12.3 27.2 6.1 6.6

291 Suwannee_Simpson 84 75 291 60 30.1 4.5 26.6 4.4 7.2

7 Wheeler 2 0 7 52.5 23.8 0 21.7 6.6 6.9

2136 Other 227 185 2136 46.4 26.1 0.2 26.2 4.2 6.6

The first application of information that became the PIDBA database came in 1990, when Anderson made 
use of fluted point distributional data from across Eastern North America to develop his ‘staging area’ 
colonization and settlement model, and at the same called for data to go into what he then called a 
‘North American Paleoindian Projectile Point Database’ from which PIDBA has evolved over the 
intervening two decades (Anderson 1990a, 1990b). The distribution maps indicated that the occurrence 
of Clovis artifacts and sites was not uniform, but characterized by concentrations indicating some areas 
were highly favored, particularly along the major rivers of the midcontinent, as well as portions of the 
Atlantic seaboard and Florida. 

PIDBA could not exist without the work of many experts in the field who have produced the state and 
province level surveys of Paleoindian materials. Objects found both in museums and curation facilities as 
well as in private collections have been examined and included through the patience and perseverance of 
these dedicated researchers.

Our job at PIDBA has been to take these data and bring them together for understanding larger regional 
and continental scale patterns, and to provide a gateway to other researchers to work with the raw data. 

This project, which started over two decades ago, has been sharing data through whatever digital means 
available. One of the strengths of PIDBA has been that it is a research group formed and maintained for 
the love of the record, and without a major funding source. Indeed, PIDBA has been an entirely voluntary 
effort to date. PIDBA has as a goal making Paleoindian datasets available electronically. Many of these 
originally appeared in research notes and a variety of publications, texts, and dissertations. The data have 
always been maintained in spreadsheet and image formats, arranged in file folders by state or 
province. It is a simple way to communicate information, however, and easily digested by archaeologists 
(even those who aren’t “computer savvy”).

Several key changes are though being made in the delivery of information from PIDBA: First, images and 
drawings of individual lithic projectiles are presented in a new friendlier way to facilitate browsing and 
downloading. Secondly, the detailed point attribute data are moving to a standard format that is more 
compatible with statistical programs and less prone to data integrity errors. Finally, the PIDBA data have 
been linked to topographic data in a GIS to facilitate map output. These data include shoreline, ice sheet, 
and pluvial lake boundaries at various times in the past, specifically during the late Pleistocene and early 
Holocene eras.

ABSTRACT: The Paleoindian Database of the Americas (PIDBA) freely shares primary and detailed attribute data on tens of thousands of ancient lithic tools spanning the Paleoindian and early Archaic 
time periods.  As technology has changed over the last 25 years, research team volunteers work diligently to continue providing access to data through ever-more accessible and stable formats.  
Additionally, efforts concentrate on delivering data in formats that other researchers can deploy easily in their own analyses. Data, when presented in visual form, is minimally transformed and high-
resolution distribution maps are regularly updated and made available freely.  As PIDBA gears up for its third decade as a research collective, the Digital Index of North American Archaeology (DINAA) 
provides an exciting new venue to share, link and visualize the PIDBA ancient stone tool database.  DINAA provides the infrastructure to link primary research to a rich universe of archaeological 
information.  Using stable URIs to provide persistent web identifiers, open-access and open-source protocols, PIDBA’s new partnership with DINAA enters the realm of machine-readable sharing, APIs, 
and, hopefully, another 25 years of successful data sharing.

Above and Below:  DINAA 2014 Workshop contributors strike a pose.

All of the data are available on GitHub at 
https://github.com/syerka/PIDBA-SE_attributes , and will 
continue to be available through PIDBA.utk.edu.  Four hundred 
forty-four of the artifacts current connect automatically to 
DINAA through the Smithsonian Trinomial site numbers that 
are record for some specimens
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THE ACID TEST:

EXPLORING THE UTILITY OF THE DIGITAL INDEX OF NORTH AMERICAN 

ARCHAEOLOGY (DINAA) FOR USE IN APPLIED RESEARCH. 

Data are rendered within a spatially decimated (ca. 20-

km2) tile grid, and query results can be exported in 

several formats or linked through stable web identifiers 

(e.g. JSON, GeoJSON, CSV, Microsoft Excel).  This 

poster symposium explores analyses of settlement 

patterning, spatial distribution, resource management 

issues, and record comparability using data provided 

through DINAA. Other presentations emphasize 

interoperability and the power of linked data applications 

by making primary datasets available and connecting to 

DINAA through Universal Resource Identifiers (URIs).  

The application interface is hosted and developed 

through the Alexandria Archive Institute (Open Context). 

The research team includes members from all 15 

preservation offices, the University of Tennessee, Indiana 

University, Open Context, Michigan State University, and 

Grand Valley State.  The National Science Foundation 

provided initial funding

The Digital Index of North American Archaeology (DINAA) 

develops interoperability models for large, administrative 

archaeological resource inventory databases.  As of September 

2014, DINAA has integrated fifteen US State Historic 

Preservation Program databases that contain information on a 

half-million archaeological resources. Sensitive attributes, or 

information that could potentially threaten a cultural resource, 

are systematically scrubbed and never shared.  DINAA 

provides a web-based tile-map interface that can filter site 

attributes and cultural time periods across incompatible 

database systems.  

http://alexandriaarchive.org/
https://github.com/syerka/PIDBA-SE_attributes

